
  

December Parents' Newsletter 
 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
 
 

Make-believe characters and fictional stories are common in children’s literature. “Once 
upon a time” often leads to imaginary people like kids with magic beans, princesses, and 
personified pets. The Christmas season has would-be characters like the Grinch; Frosty 
the Snowman; Rudolph; now even Elsa and Anna; and, of course, Santa Claus. 
 
While the chubby man in the red suit is fictional, there is some factual basis for “Jolly Old 
Saint Nicholas.” Some three hundred years after Jesus’ birth, a baby by the name of 
Nicholas was born in what today is the country of Turkey. Nicholas grew up to become a 
monk and then a bishop in the Eastern Church. Stories developed about the kind, red-
robed man who protected children and gave gifts to the poorest of them. After he died on 
December 6 in year 343, people began honoring Nicholas on the anniversary of his 
death with gift giving.  
 
Dutch immigrants brought these winter customs to the United States and spread the 
traditions of “Sinterklaas” into American Christmas celebrations. Over time in our 
commercialized melting pot of a society, Sinterklaas morphed into Santa Claus, and the 
day associated with him changed from the death day of Saint Nicholas (Dec. 6) to the 
day set apart for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ (Dec. 24/25).  
 
So, while the fellow from the North Pole is myth, the man from Turkey is true history. It 
can be important for children to know those differences, so it may be important for 
parents to recognize them too. And while Saint Nicholas is true history, Jesus is too. At 
Christmas, we celebrate with gifts. Saint Nicholas was very good at that. But all the gifts 
are about Jesus, who is the gift above all gifts. Saint Nicholas would likely be appalled 
beyond shame that his memory gets more attention this time of year than Jesus. 
 
So, where does this leave us as Christian parents who live in the US in 2019? Ideally, 
Christian parents are teaching their children: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17). So, whether it is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A17&version=NIV


Christmas, a birthday, or any day gifts are given, Christian parents want to teach their 
children that God is behind every “good and perfect gift.” Ideally, at Christmas, Christian 
parents are teaching their children to give thanks to God for his “indescribable gift” (2 
Corinthians 9:15)—his gift of a Savior in Bethlehem. We can make use of the custom of 
Santa Claus to lead to a conversation about the gift worth celebrating, the gift worth 
worshiping, the gift that Christmas really is all about. 
 
I think we can agree that, with or without Santa Claus in the picture, Christian parents 
can easily distract their children from the real meaning of Christmas. They can lead their 
children to think that Christmas is all about the presents from them that are under the 
tree instead of Christmas being all about God’s gift to our children and to us, the gift in a 
manger. 
 
So, let’s be sure, as Christian parents to whom God has entrusted the gift of children, to 
keep pointing our children to the Gift above all gifts in December and all throughout the 
year for every year that God gives us to have with them. 
  

 

  

  

 

 

Memory Work 

View or download 
 
Sunday School Children's Christmas 
Service Songs and Recitations 

 

 

 

Transformed 

Devotions connecting teens to 
Christ. Read this week's WELS Teen 
Devotion. 
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This Month at 
  

Cross of Christ 
 

  

  
 

 

Sunday School 
Sundays at 9:45am 
 
Christmas for Kids 
Saturday, December 7 
9am-12pm 
 
Christmas for Kids (Nampa) 
Saturday, December 14 

 

 

 

Cross Trainers 
Teen Group Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
 
Christmas Service Dress Rehearsal 
Saturday, December 14 
9am-12pm 
 
Sunday School Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 15 
11am 

  
 

  

  

  

Cross of Christ Events Calendar 

  

 

  

  

How Can Families Stay Focused on 
Jesus this Christmas? 

Read advice on the struggle of keeping Christmas about Jesus from some Christian 
parents who have struggled with it. 
Read here. 
Read more here. 

 

 

 

 

https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62fd134fe04b765f62f65bf51&id=b51cbdc143&e=ecabe11948
https://wels.net/heart-to-heart-parent-conversations-how-can-our-families-stay-focused-on-jesus-this-christmas/
https://www.ahaparenting.com/parenting-tools/traditions/Thanksgiving-Family-rituals
https://wels.net/heart-to-heart-parent-conversations-how-can-we-help-our-family-stay-focused-on-christ-this-christmas/
https://preventchildabuse.org/resource/parenting-tip-thanksgiving-gratitude/

