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P: Dear Jesus, as we worship you tonight, we ask you to “stay with us, for it is evening and 

the day is almost over” (Lk 24:29) for you have promised to “be with [us] always, to the 

very end of the age” (Matt 28:20). Even as we live in a dark world, we trust that “your light 

will rise in the darkness, and our night will become like the noonday – you will guide us 

always” (Is 58:10-11). You, LORD, will be our everlasting light, and our days of sorrow will 

end, because “on no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut, for there will be no 

night there” (Rev 21:25). Amen. 

  
All: Dear Savior, you promised that where two or three come together in your name, there 

you are with them.  As our companion tonight – refresh our hearts in your Word, 

strengthen our faiths in the peace and joy that comes from your gift of forgiveness, 

and point us again to you, our only WAY to heaven. Amen! 

 

 

a compilation from the four gospels 

Then they led him off to Pilate. To avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the 

palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, 

“What charges are you bringing against this man?”  

“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate 

said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”  

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. This happened so that the 

words Jesus had spoken – indicating the kind of death he was going to die – would be 

fulfilled. 

 

 



2 

They began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He 

opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.”   

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the king 

of the Jews?”   “Is that your idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied.  “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over 

to me.  What is it you have done?”         

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 

my arrest by the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.”                

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.             

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and 

for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to 

me.” 

“What is truth?” Pilate asked.  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the 

whole company of soldiers.  They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of 

thorns and set it on him.  And they began to call out to him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  Again 

and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him.  Falling on their knees, 

they paid homage to him.   

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 

you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”  When Jesus came out wearing the 

crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man.”                   

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify!  Crucify!”  

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him.  As for me, I find no basis for a charge 

against him.” 

The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 

claimed to be the Son of God.”   

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace.  He 

asked Jesus, “Where do you come from?” 

But Jesus gave him no answer.  

Pilate asked, “Do you refuse to speak to m?  Don’t you realize I have power to free you OR 

oro crucify you?” Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to 

you from above.  Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”  

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free.  But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all 

over Judea by his teaching.  He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.”  On 

hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean.  When he learned that Jesus was under 

Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.   
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When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 

wanting to see him.  From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some 

miracle. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.  

The chief priests and teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him.  

Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him.  Dressing him in an elegant robe, 

they sent him back to Pilate.  That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they 

had been enemies.   

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You 

brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion.  I have examined him 

in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.  Neither has Herod, 

for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.  

Therefore, I will punish him and release him.”        

Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd.  At 

that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.  So, when the crowd had gathered, 

Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 

called Christ?”  For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 

While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 

anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream 

because of him.” 

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have 

Jesus executed. 

 

 

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and 

said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.”    

 

 

 

P: Praise and thanks are yours, Lord Jesus. We humbly acknowledge that we could never 

have saved ourselves. But you battled sin, death, and all the forces of hell FOR us. That 

makes you the ONLY WAY for our salvation. All glory to your name forever and ever! Come 

quickly, Lord Jesus, and take us to your eternal kingdom, where we will join the hosts of 

heaven to sing: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” (Rev 5:12). 

 

All: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have 

graciously kept me this day.  Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this 

night.  Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things.  Let your holy 

angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
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P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Offerings of worship may be given online at cocidaho.org/give. You can also contact the 

church office (208-375-3992) to schedule a time to bring your offering to church. 

 

Rev. John Steinbrenner, District President: (208) 921-4748, 

john.steinbrenner@cocidaho.org 

Rev. Matt Zimpelmann, Christian Life Pastor: (208) 861-3623, 

matt.zimpelmann@cocidaho.org 

Rev. Brad Snyder, Christian Education Pastor: (208) 996-0862, brad.snyder@cocidaho.org 

Rev. Kurt Wetzel, Mission Pastor: (208) 996-2202, kurt.wetzel@cocidaho.org 

 

11655 W McMillan Rd 

Boise, ID 83713 

5680 E Franklin Rd, Suite 120 

Nampa, ID 83687

 

 

Cross of Christ congregation exists to joyously proclaim the gospel of free salvation locally and 

worldwide. Through God's Word and Sacraments, we strive to win lost souls for Christ and nurture 

believers for lives of Christian service. 

 

 

 
 


