
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God 
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These words are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
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All people are sinful and face God’s condemnation. Christ died for all people and paid the      

penalty for the sins of the world. Shortly before his ascension into heaven, Jesus also                

commissioned us to preach the gospel to all creation. God seeks the composition of his heavenly 

kingdom to include people of every nation, tribe, language, and people. Let us be about our      

Father’s business.  

Getting Started  

When have you been treated like you’re not good enough? Answers will vary. Be sure to keep the 

conversation in bounds.  

Into the Word  

Read Joshua 2:8-21.  

Describe Rahab’s faith. Rahab has zero sense of entitlement. She recognizes she deserves nothing 

good. Yet she has a trust that makes her still confident to ask for what she knows she does not  

deserve. She also recognizes her great need for something she cannot do herself. That’s humble 

faith.  

What promise did Rahab extract from the spies? The promise was that she and her family would 

be spared when the Israelites came to overtake Jericho.  

How can Christians who have fallen into sin find encouragement from Rahab? There is no reason 

for that, but the unreasonable gift of God worked in her heart by the living and active Word of 

God. Clearly, God meant his Church to be for all people. But he didn’t stop there! What reason 

could there be that this foreign woman, this prostitute from a godless country, that hers would be 

the womb through which the line of the Blessed Seed would descend? There is no reason for that 

at all. That can only be grace—grace meant for all people.  

Read Romans 11:13-15, 28-32.  

How was Israel’s rejection of the Gospel a blessing for the world? Their rejection brought recon-

ciliation for the world. Because the rejected the Gospel, God has the Gospel move on to other    

nations.  

How will Paul’s making much of his ministry to the Gentiles help the Jews? Perhaps they will see 

that others now have something they don’t, and their envy will lead to interest and acceptance. If 

that happens, they, who are dead, will have life. And life from the dead is what our God excels at. 

What hope still exists for the Jewish people? It is still God’s desire that all should be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth. The amazing condition is that their very life of disobedience is 

an opportunity for God to extend his mercy. The same call God gave them in the Old Testament 

he gives them today—God’s promises are irrevocable.  

In verses 28-32, Paul gets to the heart of how God brought his elect from among both Jews and 

Gentiles to faith. Trace Paul’s reasoning to understand this beautiful and wise plan. Without    

disobedience, there would be no mercy, because there would be no need for it. Therefore, in a 

way, disobedience leads to mercy. God allows his elect to be given over to disobedience for a 

time, so that they may have mercy.  

 

 



Has God ever let you sink into disobedience and then graciously shown you his mercy? Answers 

will vary.  

Read Matthew 15.21-28.  

Why did Jesus treat this foreign woman so harshly? Perhaps we cannot fully understand the mind 

of the Lord, but it seems that despite his harsh tone, Jesus is loving to this woman. He is testing her 

faith in light of these apparent obstacles.  

How does her faith help the woman to see past Jesus’ seeming rejection? Her eyes of faith allow her 

to still see the possibility of help and an answer to her request.  

In what sense did this woman have great faith? Similar to Rahab, this woman recognizes her great 

need and recognizes she does not deserve that for which she asks. Yet she has a confident trust that 

the one she asks can and will do what she asks without any sense of entitlement. That’s humble 

faith.  

What reward is there for her faith? The immediate reward is the healing of her daughter; the        

ultimate reward is Jesus’ statement regarding her great faith and her life in him.  

What words (or lack thereof) of Jesus do you find most surprising this week? Answers will vary.  

Apply  

The problems that Jesus addresses in the gospel account for this week are problems that the people 

would never have recognized on their own, because they’re ignorant. Do you find yourself more 

tempted to be like the Pharisees thinking that you’re great because of what you do, or find yourself 

more tempted to be like the disciples thinking that you’re great because of what you know?         

Answers will vary.  

The Canaanite woman came to Jesus and said, “Have mercy on me!” She knew she pleaded for 

something she did not deserve. She was not worthy, yet she asked. She humbly knew anything she 

received would not be because of her, but because of him. When’s the last time you really said, 

“Lord, have mercy on me?” Maybe you say it often during the confession of sin. But do you really 

say it, or do you just read it and recite it? When’s the last time you recognized in humility that you 

don’t deserve what you’re asking for, but you’re asking anyway. “Lord, have mercy on me.”       

Answers will vary.  

Have you repented, or are you repentant? There’s a difference between re-repenting and living in 

repentance. As repentant believers, we don’t lose our justification, and therefore don’t need to   

rerepent. But as repentant believers, we do live in repentance for who we are and what we’ve done.  

Around the Room  

Share your highs and lows for the week as well as your prayer requests for the group.  

Pray  

 

 


