WELCOME TO
CROSS OF CHRIST

April 18, 2025

Worship Leader: Pastor Greg Hein




GOOD FRIDAY




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Silence: We ask those attending to observe
silence both before and after worship, to allow

for quiet contemplation, and out of respect for

Christ’s suffering. There will be no pre-service
or post-service music.




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Darkness: Dimmed lighting is used tonight to

remind us of the severity of sin and of the

darkness that descended at the death of Jesus.




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Readings from Isaiah: Tonight’s service revolves
around Isaiah’s most prominent prophecy, found

in Isaiah 52-53. Written 700 years before Christ,
he details the work of the Suffering Servant, the
Messiah, through his death and resurrection.
Pastor Hein will present meditative introductions
to each reading.




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Prayers: Pastor Hein will offer a prayer after
each Isaiah reading. There will then be time

for personal, silent prayer. Suggested topics to
pray about will be found on the screens during
each moment of silence.




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Ending Noise: The service ends with the pastor
slamming the Bible closed. This is to symbolize

the shutting of Christ’s tomb.




SPECIAL ELEMENTS
FOR TONIGHT’S SERVICE

Dismissal: At the end of the service, following
the sound that signifies the closing of the

tomb, the congregation is asked to disperse in
silence. You may also remain for personal
prayer and meditation before leaving quietly.




ALIVE 'A/‘ AND WELL

Return Sunday for

the conclusion of tonight's service!

EASTER WORSHIP
8:30 or 11:00 am

breakfast & egg hunt between services
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INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.
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THE CRUCIFIXION OF
JESUS CHRIST

Luke 23:26-43

tor gives a brief introduction to the reading.
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6As the soldiers led him away, they seized
Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in
from the country, and put the cross on him
and made him carry it behind Jesus. ?’A large

number of people followed him, including
women who mourned and wailed for him.
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28Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for
yourselves and for your children. 2°For the
time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are

the childless women, the wombs that never
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
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30Then

they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”
and to the hills, “Cover us!”’

3For if people do these things when the tree

o (

is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
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32Two other men, both criminals, were also
led out with him to be executed. 33When they
came to the place called the Skull, they
crucified him there, along with the criminals—

one on his right, the other on his left. 3*Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing.” And they divided
up his clothes by casting lots.
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3>The people stood watching, and the rulers
even sneered at him. They said, “He saved
others; let him save himself if he is God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.”

36The soldiers also came up and mocked him.
They offered him wine vinegar 3’and said, “If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
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38There was a written notice above him,
which read: This is the King of the Jews.

390ne of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save

IH

yourself and us
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40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t
you fear God,” he said, “since you are under
the same sentence? 4*We are punished justly,
for we are getting what our deeds deserve.

But this man has done nothing wrong.”
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42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.”

43Jesus answered him, “Truly | tell you, today
you will be with me in paradise.”
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all sing

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble,

tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
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PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your
family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing
to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of

the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep
us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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GOD’S WORD
ISAIAH 52:13-15

Pastor will give a brief devotional introduction before each reading.
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13See, my servant will act wisely;
he will be raised and lifted up
and highly exalted.
4Just as there were many

who were appalled at him—
his appearance was so disfigured
beyond that of any human being
and his form marred beyond human likeness—
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1550 he will sprinkle many nations,
and kings will shut their mouths
because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,

and what they have not heard,
they will understand.
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PRAYER




moment for silent personal prayer

Consider praying about....
* The glory of God revealed through the cross.
What does it mean to you that this is a glory only

seen through the eyes of faith?
* May the ugliness of the cross become the most
beautiful sight for more and more people in our

homes, in our communities, and throughout the
world.

Hold for silent prayer time; go to next when music starts.
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Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
see him dying on the tree!
"Tis the Christ by man rejected;

yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ’tis he.

'Tis the long-expected Prophet,
David’s son, yet David’s Lord;
Proofs | see sufficient of it:
'Tis the true and faithful Word.
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Tell me, as you hear him groaning,
was there ever grief like his,

Friends through fear his cause disowning,
foes insulting his distress?

Many hands were raised to wound him,
none would intervene to save;

But the deepest stroke that pierced him
was the stroke that justice gave.
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Here we have a firm foundation,
here the refuge of the lost:

Christ, the rock of our salvation,
is the name of which we boast;

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
sacrifice to cancel guilt!

None shall ever be confounded
who on him their hope have built.
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GOD’S WORD
ISAIAH 53:1-3
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'Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD
been revealed?
’He grew up before him like a tender shoot,

and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance
that we should desire him.
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3He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him

in low esteem.
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PRAYER




moment for silent personal prayer

Consider praying about....
* What does it mean to you that God would
humble himself to such an extent? For you?

 When God took on flesh he identified with the
despised, marginalized, and oppressed. Who do
you value and who do you identify with?

Hold for silent prayer time; go to next when music starts.
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O sacred head, now wounded,

with grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded,

with thorns your only crown,

O sacred head, no glory

now from your face does shine;
Yet, though despised and gory,

| joy to call you mine.
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My burden in your passion, Lord,
you have borne for me,

For it was my transgression,
my shame, on Calvary.

| cast me down before you;
wrath is my rightful lot.

Have mercy, | implore you;
Redeemer, spurn me not!
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What language shall | borrow
to thank you, dearest Friend,

For this, your dying sorrow,
your pity without end?

O make me yours forever,
and keep me strong and true;
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love for you.
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GOD’S WORD

ISAIAH 53:4-6
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“Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
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>But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace
was on him,

and by his wounds we are healed.
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®We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
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PRAYER




moment for silent personal prayer

Consider praying about....
* Will your heart acknowledge that Jesus
innocently suffered the punishment you rightly

deserved?

* Will your heart acknowledge that through Jesus’
suffering you are completely, totally, and fully
forgiven?

Hold for silent prayer; go to next when music starts.
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Oh, to see the pain written on your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev'ry bitter thought, ev'ry evil deed
Crowning your blood-stained brow.
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This the pow’r of the cross:

Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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Now the daylight flees;

now the ground beneath
Quakes as its maker bows his head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life;

“Finished!” the vict’ry cry.
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This the pow’r of the cross:

Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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Oh, to see my name written in the wounds,
For through your suff’ring | am free.

Death is crushed to death; life is mine to live,
Won through your selfless love!
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This the pow’r of the cross:

Son of God- slain for us.
What a love, what a cost!
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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GOD’S WORD

ISAIAH 53:7-9
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