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Second Sunday of Advent + December 7, 2025

Relax. At Cross of Christ, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich
faith. We aim to make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your
convenience, the service is printed as well as projected on the screens.

Bring the kids. Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family. In fact, our
worship includes a children’s message with little ones in mind. That's why
children who act up are never viewed as a bother to the worship service.
However, the lobby provides plenty of space for moving around when
needed! Video & audio of the worship service are available in the lobby to
assist families with their worship, as well as in the private parents’ room,
located in the alcove to your left as you exit the chapel.

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give offerings to the Lord as an
expression of our thanks and praise for his amazing love. Visitors, please
know that you are our guests. We're happy you came today to hear about
Jesus and his Word. You are not expected to give an offering; it’s your choice.

Make yourself at home. After our services, we join together in the lobby
for coffee and conversation. We’d be honored if you would join us!

Restrooms are located to the left and right of the water fountain in the lobby.

Questions? If you'd like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel
free to speak with one of our pastors after the service. More information is
also available online at cocidaho.org.



Opening Song

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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A Dialogue of Repentance and Forgiveness

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Our God invites us to come before him as we are, to find a welcome home.
When we are weary, or broken, or carrying heavy burdens, he gladly receives
us with open arms and lightens our hearts with his forgiveness. So by his
invitation, we pray together:

Holy and just Father, I confess that I have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. In what I have done and left undone, I
have failed to live as I should. Though my sins deserved your
punishment, you sent Jesus as my Savior. I look to his manger, his cross,
and his empty tomb, as I ask for your forgiveness once again.

Because of his faithful love, God would not leave you helpless and alone. From
the beginning, he promised to send the offspring of the woman to make us
right with him again. That offspring, Jesus, took your place, dying on the cross
and coming back to life. By believing in him, you are God’s holy child. Your
sins are all forgiven. You belong, here in God’s home.

Amen!

God’s Word 2 Samuel 7:8-16

8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I
took you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler
over my people Israel. °I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I
have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name
great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. 1°And I will provide a
place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home
of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress
them anymore, as they did at the beginning 1land have done ever since the
time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from
all your enemies.
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The LoRD declares to you that the LoRD himself will establish a house for
you: 12When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, [ will raise
up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will
establish his kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name,
and [ will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14l will be his father,
and he will be my son. When he does wrong, [ will punish him with a rod
wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 1>But my love will
never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom [ removed
from before you. 1Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever.””

God’s Word Romans 16:25-27

Z5Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the
message [ proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the
mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known
through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all
the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith— 27to the
only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Children’s Message



“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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Message from God’s Word Luke 1:26-56

26]n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord
is with you.”

29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have
found favor with God. 31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are
to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called
the Son of God. 3¢Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her
old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month.
37For no word from God will ever fail.”

38“T am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,
4Owhere she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 4°Blessed is she
who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

46And Mary said:



“My soul glorifies the Lord
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

48for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
#“for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

50His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

52He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

53He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

54He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

55to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.



Mixed Emotions and the Magnificat
Song of Response “Holy Is Your Name”

The vocalist will introduce the song. You're invited to join in as indicated.

Vocalist

1 My soul is filled with joy as I sing to God, my Savior.
You have looked upon your servant, you have visited your people.

Refrain  And holy is your name through all generations!
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen,
And holy is your name!

4 To the hungry you give food, send the rich away with nothing.
In your mercy you are mindful of the people you have chosen.

Refrain - all
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Stanza - all
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Statement of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Our Mission: Impacting Lives for Eternity

Thank-Offerings

If you would like to give an offering in-person to support
gospel ministry at and through Cross of Christ, in gratitude

to our gracious God, offering plates are available in the lobby.
You can also give your gift online at cocidaho.org/give.
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Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us
intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians, united around a
common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask only those who have made that
public confession of faith by being a member of our congregation or another
WELS or ELS congregation come forward to receive Communion. Guests, please
ask one of our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and visit with
you about the blessings of this Supper and of that unity at a convenient time.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.
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Song During Distribution
“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 © 1986 Concordia Publishing House.
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021 © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc
Text & tune: Used by permission: OneLicense #721710.
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Blessing

May God the Father guide and protect you with his faithful love.

May Jesus, our Emmanuel, fill your heart with peace and joy.

May the Holy Spirit dwell within to comfort and to guide you all your days.

Amen.

Closing Song

“Away in a Manger”
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Original text: (st. 1-2) The Myrtle, Boston, 1884; (st. 3) Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, alt., public domain. New text:
Grace Nixon; Matthew Carpenter; David Zimmer; Nathan Stiff © 2020 Sovereign Grace Worship, Sovereign Grace
Praise (adm. CapitolCMGPublishing,com), Sovereign Grace Music (div. Sovereign Grace Churches.) Used by permission:
CCLI #2637262 / 21221481. Tunes: James R. Murray (1841-1905), William ]. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921), public domain.

Silent Prayer

Loving Father, thank you for bringing me into your own family and providing
me a place where I can always be home. Strengthen me through the comfort
of your words and promises that [ have heard today, so that I may represent

you everywhere I go and help welcome many more into your loving family.
Amen.

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission
of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern
Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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Calendar & Announcements

Dec7-14 | Boise (11655 W. McMillan Rd) Nampa (6134 Birch Lane)
8:30am - Worship (Communion)
9:45am -
Adult Bible Study (Chapel) 9:30am - Worship (Communion)
Teen Class (Conf. Room) 10:45am -
Sunday Confirmation Class (Rm 5) Adult/Teen Bible study
Kids’ Sunday School Confirmation Class
(Gym & Classrooms) Kids’ Sunday School
11:00am - Worship (Communion) 12:15pm - GriefShare
5:00pm - Ladies’ Advent by
Candlelight
Monday 6:30pm - Counci.l of Ministry
Meeting
Tuesday 6:30pm - Cross Connections
7:00pm - Cross Trainers (high
Wednesday school students)
6:30pm - Preschool Christmas 6:30pm - Men'’s & Women'’s Bible
Thursday .
Service Study
9:45am - Neighborhood Christmas
Saturday Invitations 10:00am - Neighborhood
10:00am - Sunday School Christmas Christmas Invitations
rehearsal
8:30am - Worship
9:45am - 9:30am - Worship
Ministry Discussion (Chapel) 10:45am -
Teen Class (Conf. Room) Monthly Ministry Planning
Sunday Confirmation Class (Rm 5) Meeting

Kids’ Sunday School
(Gym & Classrooms)
11:00am - Worship with Sunday
School students

Confirmation Class
(no kids’ Sunday School)
12:15pm - GriefShare
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THIS WEEK

Come Home for Christmas: Nov 30 - Dec 25

Feeling far from home? Missing someone who isn’t there anymore to  (GATHER
welcome you home? Not sure you even really have a home? Let’s use ®

this season to remember that Christ came to bring us home.

e
Come with your family, friends, and neighbors to Cross of Christ this '
Advent and Christmas and discover what it means to always have a
home in Christ. (Grab an invitation card from the lobby to invite someone!)

Boise Campus Nampa Campus
8:30 & 11:00* am
Sunday, 12/14 *Sunday school 9:30 am
students participate
Sunday, 12/21 9:30 am
8:30 & 11:00 am Sunday school students

with Holy Communion L
participate

Christmas Eve (Wed) 3pm or S5pm 2pm or 4pm

Christmas Day (Thurs) 9:30 am 9:30 am

Sunday, 12/28
with Holy Communion

8:30 & 11:00 am 9:30am
no Bible studies or

Sunday school today

The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath’s meaning is that of beauty in simplicity: Jesus, the Light of the
world, has come and will come again. It's a countdown to Jesus in two ways: Each
week we're one week closer to celebrating his first coming at his birth and to his
second coming at the end of time. The wreath is a circle of evergreen boughs
symbolizing eternal life. The blue of the Advent candles is the color of the sky, to
which we look for Christ's return. The growing light leads to the white candle, lit
on Christmas: Jesus, the Light of the World, has come and will come again.
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Monthly Ministry Discussion Today (9:45am) S
Today we’ll be talking about current exploratory mission work in the °
Valley, and the timeline for both our third site and a separate new .
mission congregation, among other things. Know more about what'’s o
going on at Cross of Christ by attending! SERVE

Christmas Flowers: Order deadline today

To honor Jesus’ birth by beautifying the chapel, sign up on the lobby bulletin board
to purchase flowering plants ($3.75-15.00 each, note payment info on the sign-
up). After the last service on Christmas Eve or Day, take your plants home to
enjoy! Contact Dick or Kay Guthmiller with any questions (208-850-8809).

Ladies’ Advent by Candlelight: Today, 5-7pm P

This evening of Scripture, music, food, and z "njﬂ%
community is for all women of the congregation {Rﬁ‘;’m

and their female guests, to help prepare our hearts &w
for celebrating our Savior’s birth.

If you're able yet this morning, please RSVP on
the lobby bulletin board or at tinyurl.com/ladiesadvent2025 - but if not, just
come! Contact person: Mandy Watkins (Member Ministry Team) (210-425-3270).

Find Your Five @
Take a step to participate in God’s mission to impact lives for eternity:
Leading up to Christmas, let’s commit to finding five people in our lives

"lo
who don’t know Jesus or don’t have a way of connecting regularly to

him: a neighbor, coworker, relative, friend. GO

e Use the “Friends who need Jesus” chart (lobby tables) to identify your five,

e Pray that God would give you an opportunity to share Jesus with them,

e Watch for the opportunity (or create it!), then

e Say something about how much Jesus means to you at Christmas.

e Invite them to attend Christmas Eve with you? (Take some invitation
cards from the lobby!)
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Preschool Christmas Service
The Cross of Christ Preschool students will present the good news of Jesus’ birth
this Thursday, Dec 11, 6:30 pm here at church. All are welcome to attend!

Christmas Cookies Needed!

Contribute to our Christmas hospitality efforts by baking cookies for either of
these special events. (Allergy-friendly options are always welcome; please label
nut-free, gluten-free, etc.)

e Preschool Christmas service: Sign up on the lobby bulletin board or
at tinyurl.com/prekchristmascookies25. Deliver your cookies to the Boise
kitchen by this Wednesday, Dec 10.

e Christmas Eve: We'd love to have an array of homemade cookies for
people to take home - a tangible way to show Christ's generous love! Sign
up on the lobby bulletin board or at tinyurl.com/ChristmasEveCookies25.
Direct questions to Andrea Lange (of the Spiritual Needs Team)
(idaho.lange@gmail.com).

Neighborhood Christmas Invites: Saturday, December 13, 9:45 am

Let’s GO and get the word out!
@

e Meet at church, partner up, and head out to distribute door-

hangers in a nearby area, inviting our neighbors to come home 4
for Christmas.

e No knocking on doors, just dropping the door hangers! GO

e Time commitment: 1-2 hours?

Please RSVP at tinyurl.com/BoiseChristmasinvites25 or on the lobby bulletin
board. Direct questions to Pastor Hatzung (matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org).

Advent Devotions to Take Home
Take one or both Advent devotion booklets from the tables in the lobby:

“All Things New”, also available online at mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-
devotions/.

“Meditations”, daily devotions year-round; this volume covers Dec-Feb.
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Community Partner: Household Drive for McMillan Elementary
You can make a difference for our neighbors who are struggling this Christmas.

McMillan Elementary School serves many low-income families who live right
around us. Many essential household items are not covered by SNAP benefits
(food stamps), but through the school, we can meet the following needs:

e Household items: all-purpose cleaner, hand soap, dish soap, sponges, toilet
paper, disinfectant wipes, household spray cleaner, garbage bags, full sized
laundry detergent, dryer sheets

e (ift Cards: Wal-Mart, Winco Family-Friendly

Place your gifts in the bin in the lobby by Monday, Dec 15 - let’s make it overflow!

Nampa Pastor Call Issued

Pastor Joel Schulz continues to deliberate the Call we’ve extended him to serve as
Nampa Campus Pastor. He is currently the pastor of Divine Savior Lutheran
Church in Delray Beach, Florida. Please reach out to him and his wife Dawn:
introduce yourself, let them know you’re praying for them, and share what excites
you about the ministry here at Cross of Christ, especially for the Nampa campus!

e Pastor Joel Schulz: joel.schulz@divinesaviorchurch.com
e Dawn Schulz: dawn.schulz@divinesaviorchurch.com

Winter Weather SERVE Opportunity
A few more folks for the snow removal crew would lighten the work and reduce
on-call time for everyone - could you help?

e Availability to be on-call for a week at a time (rotating with as many teams
as we have) to complete snow removal by 8:00 am Mon-Fri or by 7:00 am
Sundays.

e Snow-blowing, shoveling, and spreading ice-melt. We have all the tools, just
need the people.

To be part of this crew, sign up at tinyurl.com/SnowRemoval25 or on the lobby
bulletin board. And/or contact Travis Butterfield (Boise Facilities Team
Coordinator, 208-371-4764 / travis.butterfield@hotmail.com) with questions or
for more information.
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UPCOMING

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Wrecked and Redeemed
Resumes December 14 (9:45am) GROW
Most families have a set of stories they tell over and over. In some ways, ‘|'
the stories we remember and tell shape us. That’s why in this Bible study

we’re revisiting some of the most compelling and dramatic Bible Family

Tree Stories, the stories of four women found in Matthew chapter 1.

We’ll look at the lives of Tamar (Nov 30), Rahab (Dec 14), Ruth (Dec 21), and Mary
(sermon Dec 7) and see how God worked in them and through them to bring about
his promises and purposes in their lives and ours.

January Growth Groups: Save the Date

Next Growth Group session starts already the week of January 11! What are
Growth Groups? Who are they for? Why should you try one out? Find out at
cocidaho.org/growth-groups and watch for registration info soon!

Would you consider hosting and facilitating a group? (Spoiler: It’s not hard or
complicated!). Get in touch with Pastor Hein, even if you just want to know more
about what it looks like (greg.hein@cocidaho.org).

People in God’s Word Boise Nampa Total
Sunday Morning Worship 112/88 120 320
Livestream Views 6

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 125

Adult/Teen Bible Study 43/4 42/ n/a 85/4
Kids’ Sunday School/Confirmation 22/ 25/8 46/
Cross Connections 2 n/a 2
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General Fund Offerings Planned FY 25-26 $898,552
General Fund Planned FYTD $380,157
General Fund Offerings FYTD $284,782
Total Offerings Last Week (All Funds) $9,179

Serving December 7 December 14

Altar Care | K. Struthers K. Struthers

AV C. Klink, M. Hartman, D. Wilson | - ¢hristianson, R. Jorgensen,

J. Meier

Bulletins | B. Robbins, D. Ashley R. Ritger, B. Ford

Coffee K. Struthers, J. & M. Welch K. Struthers, ]. & M. Welch

Flowers Banner Watkins

Greeters | Whitlach, Arstein M. & B. Lowry, TBD

Music K. Koepsell, C. Klink, J. Hein, A. Scott; Student
K. Christianson Musicians 11am service

Tellers Rule, Walden, Christianson Turley, Walden Davidson

Ushers B. Adams, TBD R. Lange, B. Walters

B. Turley, TBD

L. & A. Manglos
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