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Fourth Sunday of Advent + December 21, 2025

Relax. At Cross of Christ, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich
faith. We aim to make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your
convenience, the service is printed as well as projected on the screens.

Bring the kids. Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family. In fact, our
worship includes a children’s message with little ones in mind. That's why
children who act up are never viewed as a bother to the worship service.
However, the lobby provides plenty of space for moving around when
needed! Video & audio of the worship service are available in the lobby to
assist families with their worship, as well as in the private parents’ room,
located in the alcove to your left as you exit the chapel.

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give offerings to the Lord as an
expression of our thanks and praise for his amazing love. Visitors, please
know that you are our guests. We're happy you came today to hear about
Jesus and his Word. You are not expected to give an offering; it’s your choice.

Make yourself at home. After our services, we join together in the lobby
for coffee and conversation. We’d be honored if you would join us!

Restrooms are located to the left and right of the water fountain in the lobby.

Questions? If you'd like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel
free to speak with one of our pastors after the service. More information is
also available online at cocidaho.org.



Opening Song

“Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery”
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1 Come, be-hold the won-drous mys-t'ry, in the dawn-ing of the King,
2 Come, be-hold the won-drous mys-t’ry, he the per-fect Son of Man;
3 Come, be-hold the won-drous mys - t’ry, Christ the Lord up - on the tree;
4 Come, be-hold the won-drous mys - t'ry, slain by death the God of life;
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he the theme of heav-en’s prais - es, robed in frail hu-man-i - ty.
in his liv - ing, in his suf-f’ring nev - er trace nor stain of sin.
in the stead of ru-ined sin - ners hangs the Lamb in vic-to - ry.
but no grave could e’er re-strain him; praise the Lord; he is a-live!
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In our long-ing, in our dark- ness, now the light of life has come.
See the true and bet-ter Ad - am, come to save the hell-bound man.
See the price of our re-demp-tion, see the Fa-ther’s plan un - fold,
What a fore-taste of de - liv-’rance; how un-wa - ver - ing our hope.
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Look to Christ, who con-de-scend-ed, took on flesh to ran-som us.

Christ the great and sure ful - fill-ment of the law; in him we stand.
bring-ing man - y sons to glo - ry, grace un- mea-sured,love un - told.
Christ in pow - er res-ur-rect-ed as we will be when he comes.

Text & tune: Matt Boswell; Matt Papa, Michael Bleeker
© 2013 McKinney Music, Inc. /Getty Music Hymns and Songs/Getty Music Publishing/
Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org, Inc. OneLicense #721710.



A Dialogue of Repentance and Forgiveness

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

As we remember Jesus’ first coming on Christmas and look forward to his
return in glory, we see the reason he first came in lowliness. He came to save
his people from their sins. Together we acknowledge those sins before God,
trusting in Jesus alone for our acceptance and forgiveness.

Holy and just Father, I confess that I have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. In what I have done and left undone, I
have failed to live as I should. Though my sins deserved your
punishment, I thank you for sending Jesus as my Savior! I look to his
manger, his cross, and his empty tomb as I ask for your forgiveness.

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. In his great love,
Jesus, God’s Son, made himself nothing. He came to suffer and die as he was
crushed for our sins. His perfect life is credited to you. His resurrection
grants you an eternal home with God. Your sins are forgiven in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Settle in at home with Jesus
and his family. God calls you his holy child!

Amen!

Prayer

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and
make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in
joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



God’s Word Isaiah 7:10-14

10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether
in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”

13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14Therefore
the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

God’s Word Matthew 1:18-25

18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 1°Because Joseph her husband
was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace,
he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.”

2211 this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel.”

24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not consummate their
marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.



Children’s Message

Song “What Child Is This”
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1 What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where o0x - en now are
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to
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feed ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here the
own him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov ing hearts en - throne him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the King, whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce  him through, the <cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar -y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. Tune: English, 16th cent.. Text and tune: Public domain



Message from God’s Word 1 Peter 2:23-25

23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly. 24“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been
healed.” 25For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Statement of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Our Mission: Impacting Lives for Eternity

Thank-Offerings

If you would like to give an offering in-person to support
gospel ministry at and through Cross of Christ, in gratitude

to our gracious God, offering plates are available in the lobby.
You can also give your gift online at cocidaho.org/give.

Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us
intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians, united around a
common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask only those who have made that
public confession of faith by being a member of our congregation or another
WELS or ELS congregation come forward to receive Communion. Guests, please
ask one of our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and visit with
you about the blessings of this Supper and of that unity at a convenient time.



Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.



Song During Distribution
“As Angels Joyed with One Accord”
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1 As an - gels joyed with one ac - cord up - on the
2 He came, not clothed in maj - es - ty nor pow’r that
4 In ev ry age— let praise a - bound— he comes; we
6 He comes to us in bread and wine to give  him -
7 Lift up vyour heads! All grief and pain shall van ish
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self and gifts di - vine. O praise him for this
when  he comes a - gain. Where we shall see him
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praise the name of him who from the Fa - ther came.
walked till  he in dy ing set us cap - tives free.
does not cease to bring us com - fort, joy, and peace.
sac - ra - ment, re - deem - ing love’s great tes - ta - ment!
face to face, there joy a - lone shall have a place.

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-1996, abr., alt. © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing
House. Used by permission: OnelLicense #721710. Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, public domain.

Blessing

May God the Father guide and protect you with his faithful love.
May Jesus, our Emmanuel, fill your heart with peace and joy.
May the Holy Spirit dwell within to comfort and to guide you all your days.

Amen!
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Closing Song “Joy Has Dawned”
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1 Joy has dawned up - on the world, prom -ised from cre - a - tion—
3 Shep - herds bow be - fore the Lamb, gaz - ing at the glo - ry.

4 Son of Ad - am, Son of heav’n, giv - en as a ran-som;
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God’s sal - va - tion now un-furled, hope for ev-’ry na - tion.
Gifts of men from dis-tantlands proph - e - sy the sto - ry:

rec - on - cil - ing God and man, Christ, our might-y cham-pion!
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gold— a king is born to - day; in - cense—God is with us;
What a Sav-ior! What a friend! What a glo-rious mys - t’ry!
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but a hum-ble gift of love— Je - sus born of Mar - v.

myrrh— his death will make a way, and by  his blood he’ll win us.
Once a babe in Beth-le - hem,  now the Lord of his- try.

Text & tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 © 2005 Thankyou Music,
admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense # 721710.

Silent Prayer

Jesus, thank you for coming to us on Christmas. I look forward to the day
when you come again to bring me to my eternal home. Until that day, keep
my heart focused on your cross. May the peace and forgiveness you won for
me there strengthen me even through difficult days. Help me to live for you,
for you lived, died, and rose for me. Amen.
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Calendar & Announcements

Dec 21-28 | Boise (11655 W. McMillan Rd) Nampa (6134 Birch Lane)
8:30am - Worship (Communion) 9:30am - Worship with Sunday
9:45am - School Students

Sunda Adult Bible Study (Chapel) (+Communion)

y Teen Class (Conf. Room) 10:45am -
Confirmation Class (Rm 5) Adult/Teen Bible Study
Kids’ Sunday School (Gym) Confirmation Class
11:00am - Worship (Communion) Kids’ Sunday School
3:00pm - Christmas Eve Worship 200pm - Christmas Eve Worship

Wednesday 5:00pm - Christmas EVG. WOI‘Ship refreshments &fe[[owlship

refreshments & fellowship after between services
each service 4:00pm - Christmas Eve Worship

Thursday 9:30am - Christmas Day Worship 9:30am - Christmas Day Worship
8:30am - Worship (Communion)

Sunda no Bible studies today; fellowship 9:30am - Worship (Communion)

y between services no Bible studies today
11:00am - Worship (Communion)
THIS WEEK

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Wrecked and Redeemed
December 21 (9:45am)
Today we’ll close out our study of the women of Jesus’ family tree with the life of
Ruth, seeing how God worked in and through her to bring about his promises and
purposes in her life and ours.

Nampa Pastor Call Returned
Pastor Joel Schulz has returned the call to serve as Nampa campus pastor at Cross
of Christ. We ask God to bless his and his wife Dawn’s continued ministry in
Florida! We’'ll share the date for the next call meeting (January sometime) when
it’s scheduled.
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Come Home for Christmas: Special Worship this Week!

Feeling far from home? Missing someone who isn’t there anymore to welcome you
home? Not sure you even really have a home? Let’s use this season to remember
that Christ came to bring us home.

Come with your family, friends, and neighbors to Cross of Christ this Advent and
Christmas and discover what it means to always have a home in Christ.
Multiple ways to invite someone to join you, particularly for Christmas Eve:
e Take an invitation card from the lobby.
e Forward the member email sent last Wednesday.

e Direct them to our website (cocidaho.org), which has Christmas worship
info right on the home page.

¢ Find one of our Christmas posts on Facebook or Instagram and send it to
a friend - or just share it to your own page or stories!

Boise Campus Nampa Campus
3pm or 5pm 2pm or 4pm

Christmas Eve (Wed) refreshments after refreshments between
each service services

Christmas Day (Thurs) | 9:30 am 9:30 am

Sunday, 12/28

with Holy Communion
8:30 & 11:00 am 9:30am

no Bible studies or

Sunday school today

Community Partner Thank You

Many thanks for your generosity to the families in our community: Last week we
delivered a pickup truck load of household supplies to McMillan Elementary!
These basics, like toilet paper and laundry detergent, aren’t covered by SNAP
benefits (food stamps), so your gifts are meeting real needs for real neighbors
nearby. Thank you!
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Christmas Eve Hospitality: How to Welcome Each Other Home

Everyone can...

Park further from the entrance if you're able.

Put on a name tag.

Sit in the middle of the row.

Come a little early and/or linger a bit after worship, for connecting with
others in the lobby!

Say Merry Christmas to one person you don’t know.

Introduce yourself to one person you don’t know!

Specific roles to fill... (organized by the Spiritual Needs Team)

Usher for 5pm service (1 needed). Contact: John Harris (text 208-573-
7453)

Bonus ushers: Assist with candle-lighting near end of service. (2 needed
for each service) Contact: John Harris (text 208-573-7453)

Door greeters (2 needed for 5pm service) Contact: Andrea Lange
(idaho.lange@gmail.com)

Setup / tidy up / clean up cookies before /between/after services. Contact:
Andrea Lange (idaho.lange@gmail.com)

Make cookies! Sign upon the lobby bulletin board or at
tinyurl.com/ChristmasEveCookies25. Allergy-friendly options are
always welcome; please label nut-free, gluten-free, etc. Contact: Andrea
Lange (idaho.lange@gmail.com).

Reset congregational candles between services (2 people, to replace too-
short candles, «clip wicks, etc). Contact: Kristen Koepsell
(kristen.koepsell@cocidaho.org).

Church Office Hours Between Christmas & New Year’s
Pastors and office staff will be, as you are, enjoying some time away with their
families the week between Christmas and New Year’s. Therefore, there will be
limited in-person office hours at both campuses. If you need building access at the
Boise campus, please call the office (208-375-3992) to determine if someone is
available to let you in. For pastoral needs, contact Pastor Hein (480-433-3084).
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UPCOMING

Mommy & Me January Activity
Mommy & Me is a free school-year program for kids age 5 and
under with a caregiver. First activity of the new year:
¢ Friday, January 9, 10am: Winter Wonderland themed play-
date at our Nampa campus (6134 Birch Lane). Story time,
creative play, and more.
If it's your first time coming, would you let us know? Register at
cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me or the QR code.

January Growth Groups: Register now!

Next session starts the week of January 11.

What are Growth Groups? Who are they for? Why should you try one out? Find
out at cocidaho.org/growth-groups.

Then read through the groups available and decide which to register for:
tinyurl.com/GrowthGroupJan2026 or on the lobby bulletin board.

People in God’s Word Boise Nampa Total
Sunday Morning Worship 69/142 116 327
Livestream Views 8

Adult Bible Study 42 35 77
Kids’ Sunday School/Confirmation 34/8 13/ 6 47/14
Men’s/Women'’s Bible Study n/a 6/8 6/8

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®,
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reserved worldwide. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission
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Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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General Fund Offerings Planned FY 25-26

$898,552

General Fund Planned FYTD $414,716
General Fund Offerings FYTD $314,191
Total Offerings Last Week (All Funds) $21,090
Serving Dec. 21 Dec. 24 Dec. 25 Dec. 28
Altar Care K. Struthers, K. Struthers, K. Struthers, K. Struthers,
K. Jones K. Jones K. Jones K. Jones
C. Klink, Butterfield, M. Hartman
AV M. Hartman, C. Klink, Butterfield T].3D ’
D. Wilson D. Wilson
. L. Bafus, L. Bafus, Prigge, Prigge,
Bulletins K. Guthmiller K. Guthmiller | B. Robbins B. Robbins
Coffee K. Struthers, K. Struthers, K. Struthers, K. Struthers,
J. & M. Welch TBD TBD J. & M. Welch
Refresh- 1/ TBD TBD n/a
ments
Flowers Huffman Christmas Christmas Loring
Flowers Flowers
B&]J Masters, M. & B. Lowry,
Greeters L&S Manglos TBD TBD TBD
Koepsell,
S. Hatzun Breckon, S. Hatzun
) ' & Caudill, Evans, ) & J. Hein,
Music C. Masters, . . M. Evans, .
Klink, Neujahr, L. Neujahr
B. Breckon K. Koepsell
Russow,
Krumdieck
Tellers Rule, Turley, Harris, Rule, Harris, Rule, Harris, Rule,
Hudson Butterfield Butterfield Butterfield
KC Broyles, J. Breckon,
T. Stavenau, . KC Broyles,
Ushers B. Adams, J. Harris
H. Geary, J. Harris, TBD TBD
M. Boltz ) ’
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