
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Cross  of Christ Lutheran Church  
(208) 375 - 3992 + cocidaho.org  

Pastor Matt Hatzung, Boise Campus Pastor: (612) 386-6131, matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org 

Pastor Greg Hein, Lead Pastor: (480) 433-3084, greg.hein@cocidaho.org  

Mandy Watkins & Lacey Butterfield, Office Admins: admin@cocidaho.org 

Christmas Eve  + December 24 , 2025  

 

Relax.  At Cross of Christ, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich 

faith. We aim to make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your 

convenience, the service is printed as well as projected on the screens. 

Bring the kids.  Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family. In fact, our 

worship often includes a children’s message with little ones in mind. That’s 

why children who act up are never viewed as a bother to the worship service. 

However, the lobby provides plenty of space for moving around when 

needed! Video & audio of the worship service are available in the lobby to 

assist families with their worship, as well as in the private parents’ room, 

located in the alcove to your left as you exit the chapel.  

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give offerings to God as an expression of 

our thanks and praise for his amazing love. Visitors, please know that you 

are our guests. We’re happy you came today to hear about Jesus and the gifts 

he gives all of us! You are not expected to give an offering; it’s your choice. 

Make yourself at home. After our services, we’ll join together in the lobby 

for Christmas treats and conversation. We’d be honored if you would join us! 

Restrooms are located to the left and right of the water fountain in the lobby. 

Questions?  If you’d like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel 

free to speak with one of our pastors after the service. More information is 

also available online at cocidaho.org.
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Call to Worship  “O Come, All You Unfaithful ”  

Sung by the vocalists 

O come, all you unfaithful; come, weak and unstable. 

Come, know you are not alone.  

O come, barren and waiting ones, weary of praying,  

Come, see what your God has done.  

Christ is born, Christ is born. 

Christ is born for you.  

O come, bitter and broken, come with fears unspoken. 

Come, taste of his perfect love.  

O come, guilty and hiding ones; there is no need to run. 

See what your God has done.  

Christ is born, Christ is born. 

Christ is born for you.  

He’s the Lamb who was given, slain for our pardon; 

His promise is peace for those who believe. 

He’s the Lamb who was given, slain for our pardon;  

His promise is peace for all who believe.  

So come, though you have nothing; come, he is the offering. 

Come, see what your God has done.  

Christ is born, Christ is born. 

Christ is born for you.  
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Welcome to Christmas Eve Worship  
 
 

Opening Carol  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
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The Meaning of Christmas  with “Away in a Manger”  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: Amen.  

We come on this holy day to worship the Son of God who came to earth, born 
of a virgin on Christmas. This event changes everything! God became man to 
set us free from sin and all that is wrong. We celebrate the birth of this child 
who came to rescue us. He is God. He is the Savior. He is Christ, the Lord. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.    
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As we gather this evening around the manger of our newborn King, we have 

a chance to marvel together at this amazing miracle and behold his 
wonderful light. 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 

  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

The dawn of salvation, beginning to break. 

I love you, Lord Jesus, oh, gift from above, 

The King of the Heavens, forever with us! 

God himself came into this world to save us. He left his home of glory to give 
us a gift we could never purchase: an eternal home in his family. By the 
perfect life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – Immanuel, God with us – we 
have indeed been made children of God. 

That’s why we come on Christmas.  “Glory to God!” the angels sang, because 
on Christmas, God did something astounding. Heaven and earth were reunited 
as God came down. Peace on earth. Joy for the joyless. Burdens lifted. Sins 
forgiven. Hope arrived that first Christmas, for you! For me. For all of us. 

Almighty God, shape our lives with this good news. Grant us your Spirit 
to understand that this helpless sleeping baby is also Christ the King – 
born to die in our place to save us. 

  I worship You, Jesus, for all of my days, 

The highest of praises be unto Your name! 

My God and my Savior! My King and my friend! 

Yours is the glory, forever, Amen! 
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God of all hope, you gave us the greatest gift when you sent your Son, Jesus. 
Along with him you gave your promise that “whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” Therefore, we know we always have a place 
to call home in your presence, now and forever. 

Here and now, may the words of Scripture we hear remind us again that the 
old story is ever so new. 

Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and to the Christ-Child. 

May the carols we sing reveal to us again the mystery of his birth.  

Fill us with hope this Christmas, as we see the gift you gave us lying in a 
manger.  

And hold us in your loving care until the day you welcome us home forever in 
the glory you are preparing for us in heaven. In Jesus’ name, grant us all a 
blessed Christmas.  

Amen! 

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with you there. 

And take us to heaven to live with you there.  

Yours is the glory, forever, Amen. 
 

 

 

God’s Word  Galatians 4:4 -5 

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,  

born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 

adoption to sonship. 
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Carol  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

you 

we 

us 
us from the us   
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Message from God’s Word  Isaiah 9:1 –7 

1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In 

the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the 

Jordan— 
 

2The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep   

         darkness 

 a light has dawned. 
3You have enlarged the nation 

 and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

 when dividing the plunder. 
4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

 you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

 the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor. 
5Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

 will be fuel for the fire. 

6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his  

        shoulders. 

And he will be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the greatness of his government  

          and peace 

 there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

 and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

 with justice and righteousness 

 from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

 will accomplish this. 
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Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

 

 

 

 
 

 

God’s Word  Luke 2:1 –20  

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 

of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to 

register. 
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4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 

David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 

to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for 

the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 

available for them. 

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 

16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all 

these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 

were just as they had been told. 
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Candle Lighting  Jesus Is the Light of the World  

Our Pastor will light the ushers’ candles from the Christ Candle. The ushers will 
then light the candles of the worshipers on the aisles. Please pass your light to 
the person next to you.  

PLEASE NOTE: Do not tip lit candles. Tip your UNLIT candle to take the light 
from your neighbor’s lit candle.  Parents and adults, please assist children. 
We will all return our candles to the boxes in the lobby when we exit after the 
service. Thank you! 
 

 

Song  during Candle Lighting  “Light of the World”  

The world waits for a miracle 

The heart longs for a little bit of hope 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 

A child prays for peace on earth 

She's calling out from a sea of hurt 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 

And can you hear the angels singing: 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory, the light of the world is here 

The drought breaks with the tears of a mother 

A baby's cry is the sound of love 

Come down, come down, Emmanuel 

He is the song for the suffering 

He is Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come 

He has come, Emmanuel 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory to the light of the world 
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Glory to the light of the world 

For all who wait, For all who hunger 

For all who've prayed, For all who wonder 

Behold your King 

Behold Messiah 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory to the light of the world 

Glory, the light of the world is here 

 

 

Prayers for Christmas Eve  

The Lord’s Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Christmas Blessing  

May God the Father guide and protect you with his faithful love. 

May Jesus, the Savior born on Christmas, fill your heart with peace and joy. 

May the Holy Spirit dwell within to comfort and to guide you all your days. 

May the almighty God watch over you and all those you love this day, and 

may he give you a blessed Christmas! 

Amen! 
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Closing Carol  “Silent Night, Holy Night”  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
Come  again!  

 

Christmas Day @ 9:30 am 
 

Sundays @ 8:30 & 11:00 am 
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There’s got to be more… 

Would you like to experience more and more a life 

impacted by grace and marked by hope? Get in touch 

to learn what life with Jesus Christ is like here at Cross 

of Christ. Put your name & preferred method of 

contact on a Connection Card and place it in an 

offering plate in the lobby – or just contact Pastor 

Hatzung directly! (matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org / 

208-375-3992) He’d love to listen and talk with you.  

Community Partner: Faces of Hope 

Faces of Hope provides a safety net of crisis services to individuals experiencing 

domestic violence, sexual assault, child or elder abuse, stalking, or human 

trafficking. The organization is currently facing a funding crisis. We’ve partnered 

with them in the past to support their vital work in our community and so put this 

need before you. Visit facesofhopeidaho.org to learn more.  

Take a step to connect with God 

Religion and spirituality can sometimes be concepts that leave us confused 

without feeling any closer to God. But knowing God and finding peace in life 

don’t have to be hard. 

Cross Connections is a 10-week course where we lay out the message of Jesus 

and the Bible in a simple, easy-to-follow format to give you everything you 

need to connect to God, purpose and community.  

After attending Cross Connections, you’ll have certainty about your 

relationship with God and the good news found at the cross of Christ!  

Visit cocidaho.org/connect/cross-connections or use the QR 

code to learn about the topics covered, see upcoming session 

dates (starting end of January), and register for a class. 

Further questions? Contact Pastor Hatzung: 

matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org / 208-375-3992.  

mailto:matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org
https://facesofhopeidaho.org/
https://cocidaho.org/connect/cross-connections/
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Our Mission:  

Impacting Lives for Eternity  
 

Offerings  

If you would like to give an offering to support gospel ministry at 
and through Cross of Christ, offering plates are available in the 
lobby. You can also give your gift online at cocidaho.org/give. 
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