
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church  
(208) 375 - 3992 + cocidaho.org  

Pastor Matt Hatzung, Boise Campus Pastor: (612) 386-6131, matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org 

Pastor Greg Hein, Lead Pastor: (480) 433-3084, greg.hein@cocidaho.org  

Mandy Watkins & Lacey Butterfield, Office Admins: admin@cocidaho.org 

December 28, 2025  

 

Relax.  At Cross of Christ, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich 

faith. We aim to make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your 

convenience, the service is printed as well as projected on the screens. 

Bring the kids.  Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family. In fact, our 

worship includes a children’s message with little ones in mind. That’s why 

children who act up are never viewed as a bother to the worship service. 

However, the lobby provides plenty of space for moving around when 

needed! Video & audio of the worship service are available in the lobby to 

assist families with their worship, as well as in the private parents’ room, 

located in the alcove to your left as you exit the chapel.  

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give offerings to God as an expression of 

our thanks and praise for his amazing love. Visitors, please know that you 

are our guests. We’re happy you came today to hear about Jesus and his 

Word. You are not expected to give an offering; it’s your choice. 

Make yourself at home. After our services, we join together in the lobby 

for coffee and conversation. We’d be honored if you would join us! 

Restrooms are located to the left and right of the water fountain in the lobby. 

Questions?  If you’d like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel 

free to speak with one of our pastors after the service. More information is 

also available online at cocidaho.org.
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Opening Song  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  

 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 4): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, alt.  
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879. Text and tune: Public domain. 
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A Dialogue of Repentance and Forgiveness  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you.  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Day by day, 

week by week, year by year, God continually invites us to come to him. We can 

come as we are, honestly acknowledging our brokenness and sins, trusting in 

Jesus for full pardon, and continually finding our heavenly Father’s welcome 

home. As we approach the end of 2025, let’s do this again together: 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess my sins. This past year, and 

throughout my life, I have not lived as I should. By nature, I deserved 

your punishment. But I thank you for sparing me what I deserved. 

Thank you for sending Jesus to be my Savior! 

In unfailing love, God was willing to have his heart broken so he can restore 

our hearts and make us right with him. He gave his only Son to live perfectly, 

suffer, and die in our place before coming back to life. By believing in Jesus, 

all is well with you and God. You have an eternal home with him, a place 

where you are equally loved and accepted. May God give you strength to live 

as his holy child this next year and always. 

Amen! 

 

 

Prayer  

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself 

our human nature. By his gracious coming, fill our hearts with your peace 

this new year and finally take us home to glory with you; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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God’s Word  Isaiah 63:7 –9  

7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

 according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

 he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them 

 all the days of old. 

 

 

God’s Word  2 Corinthians 4:16 –18 

16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 

them all. 18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

 

Children’s Message  
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Song  “What Child Is This”  

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt. Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain. 
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Message from God’s Word  Matthew 2:13 –23  

13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 

there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 

Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 

furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 

who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 

learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 

was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

 and refusing to be comforted, 

 because they are no more.” 

19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt 20and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he 

withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a town called 

Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would 

be called a Nazarene. 
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Song of Response  “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”  

The vocalist will sing stanza 1. You’re invited to join in singing stanzas 2-4. 

 

 

 
 
vocalist  
God is not dead nor does he sleep. 
God is not dead nor does he sleep! 
 
4  Almighty Father, Prince of Peace, 
  His word is true, his love is deep. 
  His sovereign reign will never cease. 
  God is not dead nor does he sleep! 

  The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
  With peace on earth, goodwill to men.  

Text: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Aaron Shust. Tune: John Baptiste Calkin, Aaron Shust 

New text & arrangement  © Shust Music LLC, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: CCLI #2637262 / 21221481  



9 

Statement of Faith  The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Our Mission: Impacting Lives for Eternity  

Thank-Offerings 
If you would like to give an offering in-person to support  
gospel ministry at and through Cross of Christ, in gratitude  
to our gracious God, offering plates are available in the lobby. 
You can also give your gift online at cocidaho.org/give. 
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Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper  

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us 

intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians, united around a 

common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask only those who have made that 

public confession of faith by being a member of our congregation or another 

WELS or ELS congregation come forward to receive Communion. Guests, please 

ask one of our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and visit with 

you about the blessings of this Supper and of that unity at a convenient time. 

 

 

Words of Institution  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.  

 

 



11 

Song During the Lord’s Supper   
 “To Shepherds as They Watched by Night  

 

 

 
 

5  Not one he will or can forsake; 

his promise he will never break. 

Let ev’ry scheme the tempter try, 

you may his utmost pow’rs defy. 

6  You shall and must at last prevail; 

God’s own you are, you cannot fail. 

To God forever sing your praise 

with joy and patience all your days. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.  
 Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Blessing  

May God the Father guide and protect you with his faithful love. 

May Jesus, our Savior born on Christmas, fill your heart with peace and joy. 

May the Holy Spirit dwell within to comfort and to guide you all your days. 

Amen. 

 

 

Closing Song  “Ancient of Days”  

 

 

 

 
 



13 

Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 

Text & tune: Jonny Robinson; Rich Thompson; Michael Farren; Jesse Reeves © 2018 CityAlight Music, admin. Music 
Services, Inc.; Farren Love and War Publishing; BEC Worship; Integrity's Alleluia! Music, admin. Integrity Music; Writer 

Wrong Music. Used by permission: CCLI #2637262 / 21221481. 

 
Silent Prayer  

Mighty God, strengthen me so that I do not lose heart in the face of tragedies. 

Remind me that sin breaks your heart more than I could ever imagine. Thank 

you for breaking open your heart out of love for this sinful world. Thank you 

for sending Jesus to be my Savior and to make all things right. Amen. 
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Calendar & Announcements  

 

THIS WEEK  

Church Office Hours Between Christmas & New Year’s 

Pastors and office staff will be, as you are, enjoying some time away with their 

families the week between Christmas and New Year’s. Therefore, there will be 

limited in-person office hours at both campuses. If you need building access at the 

Boise campus, please call the office (208-375-3992) to determine if someone is 

available to let you in. For pastoral needs, contact Pastor Hein (480-433-3084).  

  

Dec 28-Jan 4 Nampa (6134 Birch Lane) Boise (11655 W. McMillan Rd) 

Sunday 
 

9:30am – Worship (Communion) 

no Bible studies today 

8:30am – Worship (Communion) 

no Bible studies today; fellowship 
between services 

11:00am – Worship (Communion) 

Sunday 

9:30am – Worship (Communion) 
10:45am –  

Monthly Ministry Planning 
Meeting 

no confirmation class or kids’ 
Sunday school 

8:30am – Worship (Communion) 

no Bible studies today; fellowship 
between services 

11:00am – Worship (Communion) 
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UPCOMING   

Mommy & Me January Activity 

Mommy & Me is a free school-year program for kids age 5 and 

under with a caregiver. First activity of the new year: 

• Friday, January 9, 10am: Winter Wonderland themed play-

date at our Nampa campus (6134 Birch Lane). Story time, 

creative play, and more.  

If it’s your first time coming, would you let us know? Register at 

cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me or the QR code. 

January Growth Groups: Register now! 

Next session starts the week of January 11.  

What are Growth Groups? Who are they for? Why should you try one out? Find 

out at cocidaho.org/growth-groups.  

Then read through the groups available and decide which to register for: 

tinyurl.com/GrowthGroupJan2026 or on the lobby bulletin board.  

Altar Flowers for 2026 

To purchase flowers for our Savior’s altar in 2025, record your name on the flower 

calendar posted on the bulletin board in the lobby, on your desired Sunday. Cost 

is $33 per Sunday; designate your payment by marking it on your offering 

envelope, check, or online gift. If two families share the Sunday, two arrangements 

each costing $33 will be made. After the 11:00 am service you can then take your 

flowers home to enjoy, returning the vase when the flowers are spent. Questions 

can be directed to Kay Guthmiller (208-850-8806). 

 

Offering and attendance information from Dec. 21-28 will be reported Jan. 4. 

 

https://cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me/
https://cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me/
https://cocidaho.org/growth-groups/
https://tinyurl.com/GrowthGroupJan2026
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Serving Dec. 28 Jan. 4 

Altar Care K. Struthers, K. Jones 
C. Biggs, K. Gruenhagen-
Townsend 

AV M. Hartman, TBD C. Klink, R. Jorgensen, J. Meier 

Bulletins Christmas Crew Whitlach, Ashley 

Coffee  K. Struthers, J. & M. Welch TBD 

Flowers Loring TBD 

Greeters TBD 
K. Sigler, B. Robbins 
M&A Arstein 

Music J. Hein, L. Neujahr K. Koepsell 

Tellers Harris, Rule, Butterfield Harris, Rule, Butterfield 

Ushers KC Broyles, TBD B. Adams, TBD 


