
 

“I Am”  
Jesus in His Own Words  
A Series from the Gospel of John  

 

 

 
 
 

January 1 8 , 2026  

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church  
 



 

 
 

Cross  of Christ Lutheran Church  
(208) 375 - 3992 + cocidaho.org  

Pastor Matt Hatzung, Boise Campus Pastor: (612) 386-6131, matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org 

Pastor Greg Hein, Lead Pastor: (480) 433-3084, greg.hein@cocidaho.org  

Mandy Watkins & Lacey Butterfield, Office Admins: admin@cocidaho.org 

January 18, 2026  

 

Relax.  At Cross of Christ, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich 

faith. We aim to make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your 

convenience, the service is printed as well as projected on the screens. 

Bring the kids.  Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family. In fact, our 

worship includes a children’s message with little ones in mind. That’s why 

children who act up are never viewed as a bother to the worship service. 

However, the lobby provides plenty of space for moving around when 

needed! Video & audio of the worship service are available in the lobby to 

assist families with their worship, as well as in the private parents’ room, 

located in the alcove to your left as you exit the chapel.  

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give offerings to God as an expression of 

our thanks and praise for his amazing love. Visitors, please know that you 

are our guests. We’re happy you came today to hear about Jesus and the gifts 

he gives to all of us. You are not expected to give an offering; it’s your choice. 

Make yourself at home. After our services, we join together in the lobby 

for coffee and conversation. We’d be honored if you would join us! 

Restrooms are located to the left and right of the water fountain in the lobby. 

Questions?  If you’d like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel 

free to speak with one of our pastors after the service. More information is 

also available online at cocidaho.org.
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Opening Song  “Come, Christians Join to Sing ”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ending (after stanza 3) 
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A Dialogue of Repentance and Forgiveness  

Pastor: In the name of the father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen! 

Without Jesus, we would never know God. We would never understand his 

ways. We would be lost forever. When we come to worship together, Jesus is 

at the center of everything. Because Jesus did the impossible. Jesus alone 

could rescue us and make us part of God’s family. When we confess our sins 

together, we lay them at Jesus’ cross, praising him for being our perfect Savior. 

Just and merciful God, I acknowledge my many sins. Throughout my life, 

in countless ways, I have failed to love you and others like I should. I 

have so often selfishly chosen my own path. My sins deserved your 

punishment. Thank you for sparing me. Thank you for still loving me. 

Thank you for sending Jesus to rescue me! 

Because God is love, he never gave up on you. The Father sent his Son, Jesus, 

who lived a perfect life in your place, died on the cross to remove your sins, 

and rose to life on Easter. You are forgiven. You are loved. By believing in 

Jesus, you have access to the life that is life. You have a home in his flock now 

and forever. Live in freedom—you are God’s beloved lamb! 

Amen! 

 

 

God’s Word  Ezekiel 34: 11- 16 

11“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep 

and look after them. 12As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 

with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 

where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13I will bring them 

out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them 

into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the 

ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14I will tend them in a good 

pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There 
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they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will tend my sheep and have 

them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16I will search for the lost and 

bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but 

the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.’ ” 

 

 

God’s Word  Colossians 2:1 - 8  

1I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at 

Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 2My goal is that they 

may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 

riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery 

of God, namely, Christ, 3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. 4I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding 

arguments. 5For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you 

in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in 

Christ is. 

6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 

philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world rather than on Christ. 

 

 

Children ’s Message  
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Song  “All I Have Is Christ ”  
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Text & tune: Jordan Kauflin, b. 1982 © 2008 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com.  
Used by permission: OneLicense #721710. 

 

 

Message from God’s Word  John 10:1 –10 

1“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by 

the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one 

who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens 

the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 

ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But 

they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him 

because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of 

speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 

7Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have 

not listened to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full.” 
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Song of Response  “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate ”  

The vocalist will introduce stanza 1. You’re invited to sing stanza 4. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

New Member Welcome  8:30 am 

Brody & Danielle Mueller, & Baron 
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Statement of Faith  The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Our Mission:  Impacting Lives for Eternity  

Thank-Offerings 
If you would like to give an offering in-person to support  
gospel ministry at and through Cross of Christ, in gratitude  
to our gracious God, offering plates are available in the lobby. 
You can also give your gift online at cocidaho.org/give. 
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Prayer and the Lord ’s Prayer  

The Lord's Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord ’s Supper  

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us 

intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians, united around a 

common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask only those who have made that 

public confession of faith by being a member of our congregation or another 

WELS or ELS congregation come forward to receive Communion. Guests, please 

ask one of our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and visit with 

you about the blessings of this Supper and of that unity at a convenient time. 

 

 

Words of Institution  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.  
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Song During Distribution  “Take and Eat ”  
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Blessing  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

Amen! 

 

 

Closing Song  “To God Be the Glory”  
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Silent Prayer  

Lord Jesus, thank you for the opportunity to hear your voice through your 

very own Word this morning. As I go out into the barrage of voices vying for 

my attention each day, may your voice break through the noise and always 

have the last word, so that I may follow you each day until I enter through 

you, the True Gate, into your eternal pasture. Amen. 
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Calendar & Announcements  

 

Jan 18 - 25 Boise (11655 W. McMillan Rd) Nampa (6134 Birch Lane) 

Sunday 
 

8:30am – Worship (Communion) 

9:45am –  
Adult Bible Study (Chapel) 
Teen Class (Conf. Room) 
Confirmation Class (Rm 5) 
Kids’ Sunday School  

(Gym & Classrooms) 
11:00am – Worship (Communion) 

9:30am – Worship (Communion) 

10:45am –  
Adult/Teen Bible study 
Confirmation Class 
Kids’ Sunday School 

12:15pm – GriefShare  

Mon - Wed Cross of Christ staff & members at WELS Leadership Conference 

Wednesday 
7:00pm – CrossTrainers (high 

school students) 
 

Thursday  6:30pm – Men’s & Women’s   
Bible Study 

Friday  10:00am – Mommy & Me  
(off-site) 

Saturday  10:00am – Grocery Outreach 

Sunday 

8:30am – Worship  
9:45am –   

Adult Bible Study (Chapel) 
Teen Class (Conf. Room) 
Confirmation Class (Rm 5) 
Kids’ Sunday School  

(Gym & Classrooms) 
11:00am – Worship  
12:30pm – New Member 

Welcome Luncheon 

9:30am – Worship 

10:45am –  
 Adult/Teen Bible study 
Confirmation Class 
Kids’ Sunday School 

12:00pm – New Member 
Welcome Luncheon 

12:15pm – GriefShare  
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THIS WEEK  

Current Worship Series: Jesus in His Own Words 

How would you answer this question: Who is Jesus? 

The answer has eternal significance! 

Let’s have Jesus tell us in his own words as we explore 

his famous “I am” statements. Through his teaching, 
we’ll find the answers we need. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Renewal in Christ (9:45am in chapel) 
God works powerfully through baptism, but it can be easy to take that power for 

granted. We’re exploring it this month through God's Word, the catechism, and 

discussion with one another.  

You’ll come out of this study with a greater understanding of and a greater 
appreciation for this good gift from God! 

Welcoming New Cross of Christ Members 

We’re excited to welcome Brody and Danielle Mueller into our church family at 

the 8:30am service today! Please make a point to introduce yourself to them and 
welcome them and their son Baron personally.  

Winter Growth Groups 
These small group Bible studies meet in members’ homes or at church 

to apply God’s Word to our lives and get to know each other better.  

Groups started meeting last week but you can still get in on this session! 
See the options and choose one at tinyurl.com/GrowthGroupJan2026 

or on the lobby bulletin board.  

WELS Leadership Conference 
This week our pastors and several members of Cross of Christ will attend the 

Leadership Conference hosted by our church body, in Chicago, IL.  We ask God’s 

blessing for safe travels and a beneficial conference! 

https://tinyurl.com/GrowthGroupJan2026
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Pastor Call Issued 

Cross of Christ has called Pastor Nathan Loersch (Layrsh) to serve as our Nampa 

Campus Pastor. He currently serves as pastor at Illumine Church in Rock  Hill, 

South Carolina.  

Please reach out to him! Introduce yourself, let him know you’re praying for him 

and his family, and share what excites you about ministry here at Cross of Christ, 

particularly at the Nampa campus! 

Pastor Nathan Loersch:  

nathanL@illuminechurch.com, 810-224-1250 (text or call) 

Luncheon to Welcome New Members 

Next Sunday, January 25, at both campuses. 

• Nampa Campus: 12:00pm  

• Boise Campus: 12:30pm 

All Cross of Christ members are encouraged to attend, to welcome and connect 

with those who’ve joined our church family in the past year!  

Please RSVP by this Thursday, Jan 22, at tinyurl.com/NewMemberWelcome2026, 

or directly to the Boise office (admin@cocidaho.org / 208-375-3992). 

Coordinated by the Member Ministry Team.  

Mommy & Me Field Trip, Fri Jan 23 
Kids five and under, with a caregiver, are invited to Café + Play in Meridian 

(cafeandplay.co) on Friday, January 23, 10am-12pm. 

• Cost is $8 per child 

• Kids should wear grip socks (can be purchased there for $3) 

• Waiver needs to be completed ahead of time (on their website) 

If you’re new to Mommy and Me, or would like to receive email 

updates on events & meet-ups, please register at 

cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me/ or the QR code.  

 
 

mailto:nathanL@illuminechurch.com
https://tinyurl.com/NewMemberWelcome2026
https://cocidaho.org/connect/mommy-and-me/
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Member Directory Update 

If you’re a Cross of Christ member and you’ve changed your address, 

phone number, or email address in the past year, please visit 

cocidaho.org/connect/member-directory-update (or use the QR 
code) and submit your current info. An updated directory will be 

available in late January or early February.  

We’re Hiring! 

Part-time administrative assistant, for the Boise campus, onsite approximately 20 
hours/week, mainly Mon-Fri between 8:30a-3:30p but exact schedule TBD. For 

information about the position, applying, and scheduling an interview with 
members of the church Council, contact Kristen Koepsell 

(kristen.koepsell@cocidaho.org).  

Ways to Give 
The start of the new year is a healthy time to prayerfully consider and evaluate 
your worship of God through thank-offerings. Here are two ways you can carry 

out that worship and support God’s kingdom work through Cross of Christ: 

• If you’d like to use offering envelopes to give your financial gifts in person, 
please feel free to take a box of envelopes from one of the wooden carts in 
the lobby.  

• Secure online giving is available at cocidaho.org/give or the QR 
code. You can easily make one-time or recurring gifts. If you 

encounter questions or issues with the process, start by 

contacting the Boise office (admin@cocidaho.org / 208-375-
3992).   

 

 

 

https://cocidaho.org/connect/member-directory-update/
mailto:kristen.koepsell@cocidaho.org
https://cocidaho.org/give/
mailto:admin@cocidaho.org
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UPCOMING   

Cross Connections Class 

Tuesdays, 6:30pm, beginning January 27 

Cross Connections lays out the message of Jesus and the Bible in a 
straightforward way to give you certainty about your relationship with God 
and life's biggest questions. 

It can serve as a spiritual refresher to grow in faith or as an introduction to 
Christianity and what we’re about at Cross of Christ.  

See the topics covered and/or register at the QR code or 

cocidaho.org/connect/cross-connections, or talk to Pastor 
Hatzung directly (matt.hatzung@cocidaho.org / 612-386-6131).  

Come on Over for Dinner!   

Cross of Christ adults are encouraged to participate in Dinner Group 2026! Get 
to know fellow Christians better in small, newly assigned groups of 6-8 over a 

meal.   

• Each household takes a turn hosting once, either at home or church.  

• The host provides the main entrée and asks the guests to bring specific sides.  

• Your group will decide how frequently to meet and when (e.g., once per 
quarter on a Friday, breakfast or lunch instead of dinner, etc.).  

• Meals continue until each household in your group has hosted – or longer! 

Register at tinyurl.com/dinnergroup26 by February 1. Direct questions to 

Sara Manglos (saramanglos@hotmail.com / 208-602-8329). Coordinated by the 

Member Ministry Team.  

Bingo! Friday, Feb 6, 6:30 pm 

Cross of Christ Preschool is hosting a Bingo night, and you’re invited! If you can, 
RSVP at tinyurl.com/familybingo26 or the bulletin board to help with planning.  

 

 

https://cocidaho.org/connect/cross-connections/
https://cocidaho.org/connect/cross-connections/
mailto:saramanglos@hotmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/familybingo26
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Valentine Banquet February 13, 6:30pm, Nampa campus 

Come enjoy a delicious 3-course meal with entertainment – and invite some 

friends to join you! For 18 and older.  

Space is limited so register early! Deadline is Feb 1. Text or call Becky 

Sobolewski to reserve your spot: 208-963-0474.  Food and wine donations 

welcome; contact Becky for details.  

Midweek Worship for Lent 

The three most beautiful words in the English language… No, not those three. 

These three: It is finished. Spoken by Jesus Christ moments before his death, and 

all the assurance we need to know that all is now well between us and God.  

To see what was finished, we’ll back way up to about 700 years before Jesus’ life 
– 2700 years before us! – to the words of the prophet Zechariah. We’ll marvel at 

how specifically God foretold Jesus’ suffering and death for us, and how precisely 

Jesus fulfilled it – finished it – all. For us. 

Wednesdays on the Boise Campus 

 February 18 - March 25 
 Worship at 6:30 pm 

 (Soup supper in the gym 5:00-6:15 pm) 

 
Soup Suppers During the Season of Lent 

During Lent, dinner is provided at church, Wednesdays 5:00-6:15 pm, so that it’s 

easier for everyone to worship during this special season. 

This is only possible with a collective effort! So please consider providing a soup, 
salad, dessert, or serving/clean-up assistance for one or two dinners. Sign up on 

the lobby bulletin board or at  tinyurl.com/LentSoupSuppers2026. 

Direct questions to the Boise office (admin@cocidaho.org / 208-375-3992). 

Coordinated by the Member Ministry Team.  

 
 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/LentSoupSuppers2024
https://tinyurl.com/LentSoupSuppers2026
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People in God’s Word  Boise Nampa Total 

Sunday Morning Worship 105/88 109 302 

Livestream Views no stream due to technical issues 

Adult Bible Study 41 45 86 

Kids’ Sunday School/Confirmation 24/8 20/8 44/16 

Men’s/Women’s Bible Study n/a / n/a 9/8 9/8 

 
General Fund Offerings Planned FY 25-26 $898,552 

General Fund Planned FYTD $483,836 

General Fund Offerings FYTD $414,180 

Total Offerings Last Week (All Funds) $17,180 

 

 

Serving Jan. 18 Jan. 25 

Altar Care 
C. Biggs, K. Gruenhagen-
Townsend 

C. Biggs, K. Gruenhagen-
Townsend 

AV C. Klink, D. Wilson 
E. Christianson, M. Hartman,  
J. Meier 

Bulletins L. Bafus, TBD Prigge, B. Robbins 

Coffee  TBD, F. Huffman TBD, F. Huffman 

Flowers Uhlenhoff Watkins 

Greeters 
K. Sigler, B. Robbins 
M. & D. Arstein 

K. Sigler, B. Robbins,  
L. & S. Manglos 

Music J. Hein, M. Biondi S. Hatzung, S. Caudill 

Snow 
Removal 

Weekend:  
B. Turley, L. Ecanbrack 
Week: R. Lange, J. Harris 

Weekend: M. Wilson, M. Boltz 
Week: R. Lange, J. Harris 

Tellers Harris, Rule, Hudson Turley, Christianson, Butterfield 

Ushers TBD; H. Geary, M. Boltz TBD; B. Turley, M. Boltz 


